
Board of Trustees Minutes – June 16, 2020 

The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Free Public Library of Elizabeth, 

NJ, was held remotely via telephone due to COVID-19 on June 16, 2020. Ms. Pearl Serratelli 

called the meeting to order at 4:02pm. A quorum was established by roll call. 

ROLL CALL 

Present:  Eloy Delgado (late), Ted Freedman, Aaron Goldblatt, Kristin Kelly, Pearl Serratelli, 

and Ernestine Smith. Absent: Lorraine Tidd and Kenyetta Jackson. 

Also present were Mary Faith Chmiel, Library Director; Assistant Director, Andy Luck; and 

Celeste Layton, Office Manager, taking minutes.    

Ms. Chmiel, Library Director, announced that adequate notice for this meeting was sent to 

Elizabeth City Clerk; Elizabeth Library webmaster; Union County Local Source.   

There were no visitors. 

It was moved by Mr. Goldblatt, seconded by Ms. Serratelli to accept the minutes from the 

previous meeting. Vote: Vote by acclamation. Nays:  None.  Abstentions: Ms. Kelly. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

 Ms. Chmiel indicated that this was the last meeting before the end of the fiscal year. 

 Ms. Chmiel noted the increase in salary expenditures was due to recent retirements. 

 Ms. Chmiel commented that she and Roel Laurel drafted a flat budget. 

 Ms. Serratelli asked about an update on the utilities.   

 Mr. Freedman and Ms. Serratelli inquired about the payouts for vacation time. Ms. Chmiel 

answered that there is a $9000 per person cap on the payout for sick time.  The Union 

contract states that at the time of retirement an employee “shall receive payment for all 

earned vacation which have not been taken prior to the date of retirement.”  Administration 



does not encourage the carryover of vacation from one year to another, and usually sets a 

limit of 5-10 days, depending on the circumstance. 

It was moved by Mr. Goldblatt, seconded by Ms. Serratelli to accept the Treasurer’s Report. 

Vote: Vote in Acclamation. Nays:  None.  Abstentions: None. 

PRESENTATION OF BILLS AS OF JUNE 15, 2020: 

 Mr. Freedman questioned Voucher #29117 to Kobra Electric in the amount of $2,225.63. Ms. 

Chmiel explained the costs are related to fuse box switches that had to be replaced and she 

noted the 3rd floor switch may soon need replacing. 

 Ms. Chmiel explained Voucher #2910, which represents payment that the Library makes to 

the City of Elizabeth and which the City then forwards for retiree payout to the State. 

It was moved by Ms. Serratelli, seconded by Mr. Freedman to accept the Bills List. Vote: 

Ayes: Mr. Ted Freedman, Mr. Aaron Goldblatt, Ms. Pearl Serratelli, Ms. Kristin Kelly, and 

Ms. Ernestine Smith. Nays:  None.  Abstentions: None. 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES  

 There were no reports. 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT  

Consult your packet for the complete report. Highlights include:  

 Ms. Chmiel summarized her written report, noting the initial reopening would be curbside 

service only beginning Monday, June 29, 2020. Curbside services would be announced with 

approval. 

 Mr. Freedman and Ms. Serratelli complimented Assistant Director Andy Luck and his Re-

Opening Committee on a well-designed “good start” plan. 

 Mr. Freedman questioned the use of a cell phone to secure an appointment. Ms. Chmiel 

proposed that all appointments would be for 15 minutes. 



 Mr. Freedman inquired about inquiries regarding the reopening. Ms. Chmiel replied that 

inquiries began once Governor Murphy allowed libraries to open.  

 Ms. Chmiel confirmed that the Library would not be open on Saturdays during the initial 

stages of reopening. 

 Ms. Chmiel explained the 72 hour “clean” period was in place to quarantine materials that 

had been returned to the Library. 

 Ms. Chmiel explained that while Staff would alternate days and be required to digitally 

“clock in”, all Staff will continue to be paid as usual. 

 Ms. Chmiel explained that elevator capacity would be reduced to one person or family at a 

time.  

 Ms. Serratelli mentioned that the new elevators seem to need a lot of repairs.  

 Ms. Chmiel concluded her summary of the reopening plan by projecting that a return to 

normal operation may not occur until September. 

 Ms. Chmiel confirmed that the parking lot bid had been accepted. 

 Ms. Chmiel reminded Members that the security contract has ended and she was in 

communication with Ray regarding an extension. 

 Ms. Chmiel reflected on the brightness of the new lighting system and on the potential need 

for new light covers, depending on the budget.  

 Ms. Chmiel referenced the auditors’ conclusion and expressed the importance of including 

Employee Benefits, FSA Plan, in the next contract. 

 Mr. Freedman inquired about penalties regarding FSA omission in contract, but Ms. Chmiel 

explained the current and expiring contract was established before implementation was 

required. 

 Mr. Freedman questioned how money is received and Ms. Chmiel answered that money is 

received from the City through monthly checks. 



It was moved by Mr. Goldblatt, seconded by Ms. Serratelli to accept the curbside services 

and reopening plan. Vote: Ayes: Mr. Ted Freedman, Mr. Aaron Goldblatt, Ms. Pearl 

Serratelli, Ms. Kristin Kelly, and Ms. Ernestine Smith. Nays:  None.  Abstentions: None. 

It was moved by Ms. Serratelli, seconded by Ms. Kelly to accept the Director’s Report. Vote:  

Vote in Acclamation. Nays:  None.  Abstentions: None. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 Ms. Serratelli noticed charges on utilities and Mr. Freedman noticed the May bill is higher 

than last May. Ms. Chmiel commented that the electricity is an estimated charge, and will be 

lower when the actual reading occurs.  

 Ms. Chmiel confirmed that East Coast P&G is out of business. 

 Ms. Chmiel summarized Willdan’s suggestion in the Field Observation and Narrative Report, 

noting that it is more economical to run a chiller than an air condenser. 

 Mr. Freedman asked about a completion date for the Willdan project, but one could not be 

given by Ms. Chmiel.  

 Mr. Delgado asked if the Union had reviewed the opening plan. 

 Ms. Chmiel explained the reopening policy to have a building total capacity of 50 to satisfy 

the Governor’s guidelines. 

 Mr. Freedman asked about newspaper availability and there was no decision made at this 

time. 

 Ms. Smith expressed concerns about restroom availability and usage. President Delgado 

noted that guidelines should come from the Health Department. 

NEW BUSINESS 

 Ms. Serratelli suggested the August 5th meeting be an in-person meeting in the Auditorium, 

unless it is used to quarantine books. 



 It was moved by Mr. Freedman, seconded by Mr. Delgado to approve the re-opening 

policies. Vote: Ayes: Mr. Eloy Delgado, Mr. Ted Freedman, Mr. Aaron Goldblatt, Ms. 

Kristen Kelly and Ms. Pearl Serratelli, Nays:  None. Abstentions: None. 

 It was moved by Mr. Freedman, seconded by Mr. Delgado to approve the Constellation 

Utility Contract. Vote: Ayes: Mr. Eloy Delgado, Mr. Aaron Goldblatt, Ms. Pearl Serratelli, 

Ms. Kristin Kelly, and Ms. Ernestine Smith. Nays:  None.  Abstentions: None. 

 It was moved by Mr. Freedman, seconded by Ms. Serratelli to accept the parking lot paving 

bid resolution. Vote: Ayes: Mr. Eloy Delgado, Mr. Aaron Goldblatt, Ms. Kristin Kelly, Ms. 

Pearl Serratelli, and Ms. Ernestine Smith. Nays:  None. Abstentions: None. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 It was noted that this was Kristin Kelly’s last meeting as a Trustee, and she was thanked for 

her service. 

 It was moved by Ms. Serratelli, seconded by Ms. Smith to Adjourn at 5:20pm. Vote: Vote by 

Acclamation. Nays: None. Abstentions: None. 

Submitted by Celeste Layton   


